
 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2016 

 

Dear   

PRIMARY ASSESSMENT - SATs 

On 3rd May 2016 thousands of primary aged children nationwide missed a day of school to be involved in a wide 

range of fun, educational activities as part of the Let Kids Be Kids Campaign.  The speed at which this campaign grew 

from just a few parents to the thousands that became involved showed that it was obviously the tip of an iceberg of 

negative feeling towards the current education system. 

A petition with some 50,000 signatures was handed in to the DfE representing the views of those so concerned 

about the state of affairs that they were prepared to risk fines and take time off paid work to take part in an 

unprecedented national day of parental action.   

A response to this petition was received from the DfE. The response was a copy of a standardised letter. The 

concerns of parents regarding the chaos of the 2016 assessment process, the stress placed upon our children’s 

teachers, the associated mental health concerns of young children, the narrowed curriculum, the culture of teaching 

to test and the developmentally inappropriate content of the tests were not acknowledged.   

Parents concerned about the education system and prepared to act in this way were dismissed as having ‘low 

standards’ for their children. 

I want you to know, as my MP, that I have incredibly high standards for my child – my standards are not only in 

relation to his / her academic achievement however – I am very concerned that standards of mental well-being and 

physical health are being marginalised in favour of a current system focused on unnecessary and age-inappropriate 

testing. 

Parents across the country feel that they are not being listened to by this elected government.  We are asking for 

your help to ensure that a democratic process takes place within our parliamentary system.  Education is a key 

priority for us in any election campaign.  We need you to know the facts and to represent our views accordingly. You 

are our elected voice. 

It has been suggested by a wide range of teachers, teaching unions and mental health experts that a ‘complete 

overhaul’ of our current primary education system needs to take place. As a parent of a primary aged child, I am 

right to express my concern at this. 

As a member of your constituency I would like answers to these questions…  

 The assessment system in primary schools in 2016 was described as a ‘car crash’ by senior teaching 

professionals. Can you assure me that the assessment system of 2017 will not be a repeat of this?   

 

 Can you assure me that an appropriate review of the SATs system has taken place?  More children will soon 

begin the treadmill towards the tests.  Given the EU referendum, Brexit discussions and cabinet reshuffle 

have distracted attention and that August is taken for parliamentary breaks, has there really been time to 

adequately ensure the system is right for 2017? 



 What is this Government doing to address the potential for mental health issues arising in the future as a 

result of pressure on children in the primary school system?  The Mental Health Tsar Natasha Devon was 

removed from position after expressing concerns over the testing very young children.  Parents are 

genuinely concerned that there’s a denial of an issue taking place and would like reassurance that this 

government is doing all it can to meet its targets in relation the UNICEF Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, especially after the recent scathing report from the Children’s Rights Alliance for England.    

 

 Why is the government ignoring all the evidence that suggests that young children need to PLAY more and 

be tested less?  Why does the government want to pursue an increasingly discredited Asian model of 

schooling rather than a Scandinavian one when so much evidence points out that the Finnish system is so 

much better in terms of both academic standards and child happiness and well-being?   

 

 The DfE has made efforts recently to engage with parents through meetings at which education can be 

discussed. These meetings have taken place at a limited number of venues across the country, during school 

holidays, with no provision for child-care. As such many parents have been unable to attend. Was this 

intentional? 

 

 I'd also like to ask for your viewpoint on why the independent school sector cancelled SATs years ago… 

having proclaimed such testing as 'damaging'.  

As a final point I would like to draw your attention to a complaint made to the UK Statistics Authority surrounding 

the DfE’s frequent claim that mastering the basics of literacy and numeracy at primary school has a huge impact on 

how well children do at GCSE.  We have seen evidence of an upheld complaint to the UK statistics authority about 

this claim since there is no causal evidence that early achievement has a ‘huge impact’ on later academic success.... 

children who do well at GCSE don’t succeed because they do well at primary school.  There are so many factors 

affecting school performance – genes, supportive family, healthy breakfasts, access to books, exercise among others.  

The same factors that cause many children to fail to meet the DfE’s minimum standards at primary, such as learning 

difficulties, poverty and no breakfast, continue to have an impact on their grades when they’re sitting their GCSEs.  

Giving children more frequent tests and more challenging curriculum will not make them brighter at 16, nor improve 

our standing in international league tables… the more likely scenario is that we will turn children away from a love of 

lifelong learning.   

The increased nationwide awareness of these issues and the responses of such a wide range of organisations and 

individuals give me hope that the ‘educational review’ so desperately needed may soon be allowed to take place. As 

my elected MP, I hope that I can count on you to raise my concerns in Parliament and to ensure that you are present 

when such discussions are due to take place in order to continue the debate. 

Thank you for your time.  I look forward to your response. 

 

 

 

 


