
Tuesday 3rd May Press Release 

As we approach the ‘big day’ and what we know is going to be a hectic, exhausting but 
ultimately amazing day, we just wanted to send out a few words.  
 
What began as a small group of friends tired of having the same discussion about the 
pointlessness of SATs, has escalated rapidly into a massive, nationwide campaign. From a 
group of 5, we have become thousands. Let Our Kids Be Kids now has over 21k likes on 
Facebook and our Facebook posts have reached over 1.3 million people this week. We have 
a huge following on Twitter and our Facebook posts are generating massive interest and 
debate. We have also received such great support from both local and national media who 
have helped us to publicise the campaign and to share the voices of so many, offering us the 
opportunities to enter into a discourse with those in power and to present an alternative 
view to that of the Government, and we thank you for that. 
 
It is also important to thank the press for having respected our wish to remain anonymous 
throughout this campaign. Not due to a lack of wanting to speak out, or for any clandestine 
political reasons, we have chosen to remain anonymous at this time due a wish to protect 
our own children’s schools and teachers who we respect and trust enormously. Our schools 
are fantastic and are trying daily to implement a flawed curriculum whilst still struggling to 
engage our children and develop a love of learning. This campaign is about showing support 
for our teachers. It is about finding ways to teach our children that will help them to develop 
a life-long love of learning, rather than the skills to pass a specific test. This campaign is 
about finding a better way.  
 
We have also found huge support for this campaign from our teachers and the teaching 
unions. Many, many teachers have shared their views on our Facebook page, thanking 
parents for the support offered to them. Some of those brave headteachers have supported 
the campaign by marking the children taking part in the strike as ‘educationally absent on 
the day’ and Headteachers at the NAHT conference called for a ‘fundamental review of the 
assessment of pupils’  
 
We are not advocating a lack of any form of assessment; we obviously want to know our 
children are doing well and our teachers need to be able to use their assessment of our 
children to plan how to help develop their learning further. What we are against is 
unnecessary testing that is not age appropriate. We trust our teachers. They have been 
trained in teaching and assessing our children. They know what our children are capable of 
and what they need pushing to do. They also know how to do it well. What we are asking for 
is an education system that allows them to do this and one that is created in unity with 
teachers, parents, unions and the Government. One that works and that is well thought 
through, rather than imposed. An education system that understands the demands we are 
placing on young people and that aims to help children grow to be confident, imaginative 
and exploratory learners; learners who enjoy learning and want to take it further, rather 
than an education system that teaches our children merely to remember key terms, instead 
of embedding their use. We don’t want education system that sets our children up to fail.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/parentssupportteachers/
https://www.facebook.com/parentssupportteachers/
https://twitter.com/KidsBeKids3May/


Nicky Morgan claimed that “I’ve never yet been on a doorstep where education has come up as 
an issue.”  Our aim is to show Mrs Morgan that actually it is an issue: one that parents want to 
discuss.  
 
At over 400 events across the country tomorrow, thousands of parents will bring their children to 
join in fun days of learning; these will be creative, engaging and will encourage children to explore 
different ways to learn. These children will also be learning about what it means to live in a 
democratic country. We will be discussing with them why it is so important to make a stand against 
something that you know is not right. That if we sit back and do nothing we become part of the 
problem. We will be teaching our children that we want to be part of a solution.  
 
Although in some cases hundreds of miles apart, all of us tomorrow will be united in a common 
cause; to acknowledge that, at 12.30 a statement will be read at all of the events to thank those for 
taking part and to recognise what we have achieved together.  This has never been about 
individuals. We are parents. We are all parents.  
 
The numbers of primary children taking part tomorrow will be recorded via this link: 
http://bit.ly/KidsStrike3rdMay and will be reported at the end of the day. All those taking part have 
been asked to share this information, even if just one child. We want to count everyone. Even one 
voice can make a difference.  
 
Those taking part will also be asked to share photos and events using #KidsStrike3rdMay on various 
social media with http://bit.ly/KidsStrike3rdMayLive being the central live hub for posts we see and 
are aware of on the day. 
 
We also hope that tomorrow will bring with it the chance for parents to discuss their concerns and 
how they can take those ideas further.  In many cases local councillors and MPs have been invited 
to attend events as, much as Nicky Morgan may not believe it, we DO want to talk about education.  
 
From a tiny start, only a matter of weeks ago, this campaign has grown huge. This is because 
parents, teachers, unions and perhaps even the Government all know that what we have now isn’t 
good enough for our children. We can do better. And that needs to be together.  
 
Nicky, are you listening? 
 

 
 
 
 

https://letthekidsbekids.wordpress.com/let-kids-be-kids-events-happening-on-3rd-may/
http://bit.ly/KidsStrike3rdMay
http://bit.ly/KidsStrike3rdMayLive

