
 

 

Dear Head Teacher, 

 

SAT results 2016 

 

On May 3rd 2016 at least 8,000 children were kept off school across the country as part of the Let Our Kids Be 

Kids campaign against high stakes primary testing.  8,000 is a conservative estimate based on those who 

recorded their participation online on the day.  Many schools reported 50% of their classes empty, others report 

only 3 children in class. 5,000 letters of support for the strike action were downloaded by parents who could not 

strike due to work commitments.  A petition of over 47,000 signatures was handed in to the DfE on 3rd May.  

The Let Our Kids Be Kids campaign was organised by 5 parents in 5 weeks – parents with no media 

background or campaigning knowledge! The figures above are the tip of the iceberg of negative feeling towards 

high stakes primary testing. 

Throughout the campaign it was made very clear that it was not against your wonderful school or against you 
as a fantastic Headteacher or against our children’s lovely class teachers - it was a direct message to Nicky 
Morgan, Education Secretary, that parents have had enough of SATs testing and Ofsted driven teaching.  It is a 
show of support to heads and teachers everywhere that they will have overwhelming parental enthusiasm for 
action against SATS and a return to a curriculum based on the joy and wonder of learning.  It is a campaign to 
Let Our Kids Be Kids again.   

As a parent who understands that the SATs tests of 2016 were chaotic and agrees with the NAHT who stated in 
their open letter to Nicky Morgan that…  

“Given concerns about both the design and administration of the new assessments, the lack of preparation for 
schools, the inadequate time to implement the new curriculum for the current cohort, and the variations in 
approaches between schools resulting from delayed and obscure guidance, it is hard to have confidence in the 
data produced by this round of assessments” 

… I would kindly request that my child’s (___________________________) SAT test results are NOT displayed 
in any end of year report to be sent home.  I see no need to view these results as I am in complete trust of the 
teacher’s assessment of my child’s development. 

If I receive these results, which may well show a low percentile score due to a low national benchmark, I do not 
want to have to explain concepts such as “political agenda” or “enforced academies” to my child.   Please 
respect my right to shield my child from this unnecessary, inappropriate and arbitrary labelling of progression to 
date. 

The Let Our Kids Be Kids campaign is watching very closely the developments among teaching unions to 
ensure that next year children and their teachers are not put through the stress and strain of 2016.  The 
assessment system of 2016 was described as a ‘car crash’ by senior teaching professionals… parents will not 
sit back and allow their child to be sent into another one in 2017. 

If there is anything you as a Headteacher need from parents, please do not hesitate to let us know.  In some 
areas of the country teacher / parent meetings are taking place to discuss how joint action can be of benefit.  We 
all have the best interests of our children at heart and together can make a difference to the future of the 
teaching profession as well as the well-being and happiness of our children.   

Many thanks, in solidarity, 
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