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On 3rd May at least 8000 children were removed from school by parents as part of the first ever 
national Kids’ Strike.  Parents felt so strongly that the testing system placed upon schools is so 

wrong that they were willing to risk fines for this action.  Parents did this IN SUPPORT of schools 
and in the hope that their co-ordinated action would encourage a SATs boycott by teachers for 

2016.  

Those who could not take part in the strike due to working commitments downloaded a letter of 
support to hand in to their school.  This was downloaded 5000 times. 

Our petition for TEACHERS TO BOYCOTT SATS stands at almost 50,000 and is still growing.   

The Let Our Kids Be Kids campaign was set up by 5 parents with absolutely no funding and 

absolutely no campaign or media training… many people did not know the strike was even 
happening until the phenomenal press coverage it received on 3rd May.  Imagine what support 
there is out there for change.  “Wish I'd known about this earlier than this morning. I so would 
have kept my child off who although is a bright boy had really been struggling with the pressure 
from school with year 6 SATs next week” Parent on LOKBK Facebook Page 3rd May.  

Parents are aware that unions have called for a complete review of the primary assessment 
system.  

This needs to happen NOW.  Waiting until a Government change is too late for our children. Let 
Our Kids Be Kids would fully support action from teaching unions that clearly showed the 
children's best interests were at the heart of the protest. 

Let Our Kids Be Kids would be happy to communicate to parents the reasoning behind action and 
encourage public support for a change for the better for our children. 

Below are a selection of quotes taken from our Facebook page over the past few weeks… it is not 
hard to see the massive and immediate concern among parents for the happiness and well-being 

of their children whilst in the school system. 

Against the principle of SATs... 

“Small children are predisposed to learning new things and should be encouraged to do so in a 
way that stimulates and engages them, *NOT* damages their developing brains and personalities. 
I will consider taking my bright, imaginative, articulate child out of the school system if SATs are 
not cancelled at KS1 and - at the very least - radically adjusted to be more age-appropriate and 
less stressful and curriculum-dominating at KS2. “ 

“How dare they dictate to us as parents what is best for our children? There is nothing these tests 
can tell them over and above teacher assessment. Our only other option now is to home school…” 

“Please let's keep fighting for these tests to be scrapped - I cannot bear the misery that they have 
brought to so many children to be continued. One test down and my daughter already feels like a 
failure. She's not, she's bright, articulate and a good reader. I'm devastated for her.” 

“My girl has full permission and support to just write 'this is ridiculous' on her tests today if she so 
chooses. 

“Their last yr of primary school has been spent cramming in all this new content just for the SATs. 
I feel for them and the teachers who have had their creative curriculum removed.” 



“Here is a picture my 7 year old son has drawn to ask the govt. to please listen to us! He has had 
to miss topic work today to focus on maths in prep for his SATS next month! He is angry that he 
missed fun topic work on healthy eating because he needed more maths practise! This is why we 
are taking him out on 3rd May in support of our children and teachers. “  

 

 

Examples of letters sent to Nicky Morgan... 

Dear Nicky Morgan, 
I think this is really important that you read this from an extremely upset and worried mother. My 
complaint is about the year 2 SATS!!!! 

My 7 year old son has always been such a happy boy who loved school. This year he has been so 
upset and unwell on and off throughout the year. He hates school and it's a real effort to get him 

there. I've seen my happy little boy turn into a sad little boy. The last day of school before the 
recent holidays he came out smiling and punched the air saying, "yay I'm on holiday I don't need 
to go to school for two whole weeks." I've got five boys of various age groups I know when it's a 

kid who's happy to be on holiday and when it's a kid that hates school so much he doesn’t want to 
go back. I'm dreading Tuesday morning when he goes back the performance we are going to 

have. He keeps going on about the dreadful SATS how schools boring, etc.... Yes I've had it out 
with the school but they are under such pressure from your stupid league tables their hands and 

the hands of every other school and teachers are tied. 
I'm a teaching assistant in year 1 I see the pressure all the teachers are under its unreal. They 
don't teach to teach kids they teach so kids can pass exams. These sats are not for our children 

they are to satisfy your statistics. It's time you listened to the voice of the parents and teachers 
and we are saying enough is enough, let our children be children once again. 

Back to my very miserable son, over the last few months he's developed hair loss. Been 
to the dr it's alopecia due to stress!!!!!! Stress from your stupid SATS!!!! Know Nicky 

how would you feel if your son who was only 7 for goodness sake was losing his hair 
due to stress, you heard me right SEVEN!!!!! You would be screaming from the top of 
mountains that the stress needs to be removed and his happiness restored. So please 

hear and see what us parents and teaching staff of saying stop testing our children, stop causing 
them to be stressed and depressed, let's start letting our kids be kids again. 

Thank you very much I eagerly await your reply. 
From a very upset and anxious mother. 

 
Dear Nikki Morgan,  
This is my son Daniel. He is seven years old and he loves climbing trees, running through long 

grass and drawing dinosaurs. Daniel is a happy, sociable, intelligent little boy. Nine months ago 
Daniel started to change. Daniel started to become worried, nervous and anxious. Daniel was told 

he must work harder as he was entering year two. Daniel's teachers were under pressure, Daniel 



became under pressure too. Daniel was aware he was in the higher ability group for literacy and 
numeracy and so he needed to "get them all right" and to "not use his fingers" during maths. 

Daniel is seven, remember?  Daniel loves pretending to be a Jedi, Daniel loves writing stories 
about dinosaurs. Daniel was told "you should know this" when he got answers wrong. Daniel did 

not feel that he was good enough. He started wetting the bed. He started wetting himself at 
school. Daniel started harming himself at school when he felt stressed or under pressure. Daniel 

developed OCD type behaviour. He has been referred to CAHMs. Experts say that his behaviours 
are symptoms of suffering extreme stress at school.  
Why have you done this to my son?  

Daniel is seven. I miss Daniel.  
A distraught and confused mother. 

 

Comment on the narrowed curriculum… 

“My daughter did her 'reading' Year 2 Sats today in the morning. When she came out of school 
she told me she had done her reading test and it was 'quite hard.'  (She is a perfectionist and 
worries if she gets any questions wrong.) She then said in such a high pitched excited voice 'and 
GUESS WHAT WE DID IN THE AFTERNOON....... ART!!!!!!'  Her face was a picture!! They had 
been allowed to do ART!!! Finay 7 year olds did some Art in class!!! Well I can only hope after 
these bloody stupid pointless tests are over, they can do ART, DANCE, DRAMA, SPORT and have 
fun every day for the rest of year 2 because they are just kids!!! #Letourkidsbekids” 

“In our parents group we are organising a whole raft of interesting creative educational things to 
do instead on May 3rd (art, dance, music - all in our local park) so the children can see we still 
value  their learning - but not through the rote learning mode that is being forced on them by the 
new tests” 

“Speaking to my son this afternoon; What did you do at school today? Not much mummy, they 
just wanted me to work and work. I don’t like school it is no fun...  It is not the teachers fault but 
imposed government testing. I now have a young child being turned off school...”   

“They (children) know. They know they are worth more. That their minds and bodies crave more.  
We fail them if we do not listen to them and support them in their yearning to learn. Not parrot 
dogma, but to explore, question, investigate, debate, communicate, listen, enquire, observe: all 
the stuff that used to be considered learning. That’s why he and his sister are striking on May 3rd. 
That is why I am taking a day off work to support them.” 

“My daughter loves school but this past few weeks she has complained that its boring, we just 
write all day, not stories I like writing stories, but just writing words is boring…  Its shameful, and 
so detrimental to our children’s learning” 

“We are a beach school proud of our commitment to outdoor learning… my daughter hasn’t done 
outdoor learning for months because of these ridiculous SATs! There’s time for little else but 
revision these days!”  

Links to Mental Health…  

“I have a year six daughter who is under so much stress that she now hates school and has 
started biting her arm, she has a massive red welt on her upper arm. I asked her why and she 
said she does it when she is feeling stressed about her sats work.” 

“My son has started suffering with migraines since starting year 2, had a horrendous bout of them 
before Easter due to the pressures they are under!” 



 “My just turned 7 year old was diagnosed 18 months ago with 'functional abdominal pain' which 
is tummy aches triggered by anxiety… this morning he's asked me why his tummy hurts all the 
time again! He's a bright boy, been a free reader since he was 5, and it breaks my heart to think 
he is being made to feel like he's failing all ready.”  

“I told my daughter yesterday morning that she would be fine as she is a very able reader. How 
wrong I was. She came home very subdued, was in tears and complaining of feeling sick last 
night. She said she understood the text ok but couldn't understand the questions. Unless she's 
100% fit and ready to try again this morning I don't see the point of sending her in today.” 

“And this is exactly why I have refused to let my daughter to do them… she had been physically 
sick with worry and stress !” 

“My 7 year old was in tears before school this morning & begging me not to send her in. It's 
terrible that 'the best days of their lives' have come to this!!” 

“ I have instilled in my son (11 years) that he must not worry. Pah! He's had stomach ache, off his 
food, sleeplessness and a banging headache for two days. Surely we could have done this quietly 
like the KS1's they don't stress. Poor teachers are exhausted too. Wrong on all counts.” 

“My daughter is in year 6 and doing sats this week. It is heart breaking to see the pressure she's 
had placed on her and no amount of reassurance helps. She doesn't struggle at school and 
normally takes everything in her stride.” 

“…found this notice in my yr 6 daughter’s bedroom.. I wake up, punch a wall, go downstairs and 
try to eat my breakfast. I get dressed wishing no one knew me so I could stay at home forever. 
Have a miserable day, don’t sleep. My life is the worst thing in history. This from a child who was 
reaching level 4 in numeracy and level 5 in literacy LAST year! Who now is crying and worrying 
she will let her teacher down if she doesn’t get a good result in her SATS.” 

“Well surprise surprise after the first day of the year 2 SATs my daughter is upstairs crying and 
not wanting to go to school 😢 It's so heart breaking to see her upset and telling me that the first 

test was hard and that year two was hard and year 3 is gonna be even harder and broke down in 
tears again, if she's getting this upset over these tests at this age then school is no more an 
enjoyable experience for them in which it should be. I'll be going into the school if she gets any 
worse and tell them she's not doing it, my daughter's self confidence is slowly being broken when 
it's coming to her school work over these tests, I'm really annoyed” 

“Correct me if I'm wrong, but if the government's current testing is causing children psychological 
stress/anxiety etc, isn't that a form of child abuse? Just a thought....” 

 
Support for actions from teachers... 

“Headteachers should have boycotted these SATs - and teachers need to strike - this is 
ridiculous!” 

“If it's so bad why aren't teachers striking? It's fine to make statements go parents about how 
dreadful SAT's are but it's action that makes a difference. Parents are the ones taking action and it 
seems a lot are nervous wrecks for fear of fines because they are being proactive.” 

“We need strong Head teachers who will stand up, say NO and be given the autonomy to provide 
a curriculum not purely aimed at teaching for tests. If outcomes fall, ok, fair enough, but I think 
standards could probably be raised with children learning through fun, investigation and 
exploration.” 



“Teachers are complicit in allowing this abuse to happen. Stand up to your employers and stand 
up for the children you are there to teach and protect. Even if not directly harming the children 
themselves then allowing it to happen is as bad. Evil happens when good people do nothing. 
Parents have shown here that they support you in pushing your unions to boycott the sats. 
Teachers have the power if they choose to use it. Come on teachers we are behind you.” 

 “I hate this "waiting to see if the government scraps the tests" thing. I'd dearly love to see the 
headteachers and teachers band together and refuse to administer the tests. At. All. Just shut it 
down at that level. I think most parents would rise up and support that immediately. A new 
"bonfire day" and just destroy the test papers.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


